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Written Essay

The Written Essay portion of the SAT is section 1.  Our research shows that it takes several practice sessions to get students up to speed on what to do.  We strongly suggest a minimum of three or four 5-minute "practice outlining" (see page 23) of our review book for what to do.

In addition, it is important to note that the Written Essay accounts for about 30% of the 600 points a student makes for the "Writing Skills" sections of the SAT.  Students need to make at least an 8 to score above average.

SENTENCE COMPLETIONS TACTICS


Our goal is to get the student to:



(1) Cover answer choices so as not to be biased



(2) Circle or Underline Clue Words: Subject and Action Words



(3) Anticipate (predict) what goes in the blank(s) based on what is given.



(4) Use contextual clues (key words) given.



(5) Use the structure of the sentence (sentence types).


(6) T.O.G.



(7) Use Educated Guessing Techniques if down to 1 of 3 or 1 of 2.

STEP 1: Cover up the answer choices before looking at the sentence.


Students should cover the answer choices before reading the sentence.  This forces the student to anticipate what is required.  Looking at the answer choices first influences a student's decision about what is required.  This makes them highly susceptible to distracter answers.

STEP 2: Fill-in-the-Blank with what might fit the context of the sentence.


Students should anticipate what might go in the blank(s) and put their own word(s) in the blank(s).  This is the purpose of Tactic #8.  Learning to identify key words is critical to a student's success in sentence completions.  Once thoroughly practiced, students will find that they often can predict the exact word that goes in the blank before they have looked at the answer choices.

STEP 3: Identify the sentence type based on key words.


The identification of the three basic types of sentence is the most critical tactic in sentence completions.  About 70% of the sentence completion questions fall into one of the three sentence type categories.  The most important words that a student must know for sentence completions are listed in the following table.

STEP 4: T.O.G. - Physically Eliminate All Wrong Answers


The physical elimination of incorrect answers is critical.  Out research indicates that less than 30% of the student taking our (your) courses actually do this.  Stress the importance of this step many times throughout your presentation.

STEP 5: Answer the Question or Make An Educated Guess


At this point, a student should answer the question or make a guess if the odds are favorable.  Guessing is a last-step thing to do.  Being mindful of "triplets," if down to a legitimate 1 of 3 or 1 of 2 situation, a student should guess the answer and move on. 
PRIVATE 

Key Words

Sentence Type


Because, Since, Due to...

These words create a situation.  In general, they are used in a positive manner on the SAT-I sentence completions.

Causal Sentence

The sentence contains a cause/effect relationship: "Because Ken was intelligent, he ______ the company of scholars."


Although, Though, However,


Rather than, Nevertheless, But, Yet

These words change the direction of the sentence.  In general, these words are used in a negative manner on the SAT-I sentence completions.


Contrasting Sentence
The first part of the sentence contrasts with the second part of the sentence or vice-versa: "Although George was normally ____, he was laconic in public."


And, Thus, Or
These words maintain the direction of the sentence.  In general, these words are used in a positive manner on the SAT-I sentence completions.



Coordinate Sentence
The conjunction connects the two parts of the sentence: "Ken was a ____ and ____ educator." 

TACTIC #8 - UNDERLINE KEY WORDS
Section 4, Q. 1 & 2

TACTIC #9 - DOUBLE BLANK QUESTIONS
Section 4, Q. 3 - An excellent question to demonstrate how to use the answer choices to eliminate

                    obviously wrong answers.  This question demonstrates how to use one blank, then the

                    other, to eliminate answers.

TACTIC #10 - KNOW THE THREE SENTENCE TYPES
CONTRASTING SENTENCES
Section 7, Q. 3 

Section 8, Q. 5 

It is important that students "see" there is a opposing situation in the sentence established by the clue word or words.

CAUSAL SENTENCES
Section 4, Q. 6

Section 7, Q. 5 – A hard question, but a good example.

Section 8, Q. 3
COORDINATE SENTENCES
While there are no direct ___ and ___ sentence completions in this test, here is one example where the test-maker has used "word and word" to establish the clues that allow a student to easily narrow down the answer choices.  For example:

Section 4, Q.2 – “and split apart by long rests.” 

TACTIC #11 - VOCABULARY PROBLEMS

Section 4, Q. 5, Q. 6, Q. 7 
Section 7, Q. 5

Section 8, Q. 6

Special Sentence Completion Tactic
Section 4, Q.2, Q.4  – Colon sentences.

Section 8, Q. 1 – A semicolon sentence.

The colon (:), semicolon (; ) or the words "that is" gives us the clue that what follows is either a definition of the blank or it closely describes what goes in the blank (or blanks).
CRITICAL READING TACTICS

We feel that the critical reading tactics are self-explanatory.  You should refer to the passages in the SAT student bulletin when discussing these tactics.  Because critical reading questions now accounts for about 70% of the verbal score, you should spend a good amount of time on the tactics.


We are now including the practice of a least one reading passage in our SAT classes.  For many students, it will be the only one they ever practice.  Spend some time discussing the answer choices that are correct (see your "Answers and Explanations" handout for more details on the correct answers) and why those that are incorrect are “too narrow or too broad” to answer the question asked.

NOTE: Heavily stress the importance of working the "vocabulary" questions first, the single line number questions second, the multi-line numbers third, and finishing with all the remaining questions for the passage.
CRITICAL READING passages on the SAT are taken from four broad subject areas.



• SCIENCE: Usually discoveries, advances, or controversies



• HUMANITIES: Excerpts from essays about art, literature, authors, artists, 



      musicians, historical figures, or folklore.



• SOCIAL SCIENCES: Topics in politics, economics, sociology, or history.



• NARRATIVE: Excerpts from novels, humorous essays, or short stories.


One passage will most likely concern a minority, ethnic group or famous person and will always be positive in content.  Any negative comments or statements will be against those who oppose, ridicule, "put down," or in some way create difficulty for the ethnic group, minority or famous person. 


NOTE: While critical reading questions are not powered, they are generally given

 

 ADVANCE \R 1.40in a logical order that follows the structure of the passage(s).

The most important part of critical reading is the questions (not the passage(s)).  The questions usually cover no more than 30% of the passage.  Thus, the questions are important, the verbiage is not! The following is given to assist students having trouble finding the "main idea" or the "author's major purpose." 
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CRITICAL READING "MAIN IDEA" STRATEGY

• Read the italicized introductory paragraph if one is given.


• Read and Underline the Key Words in the Questions.


• Read the first Paragraph of the passage.


• Read the last Paragraph of the passage.

1

Main idea/major purpose or best title questions usually have answers that are general in nature.  Answers that are too specific can be eliminated.  For "best title" or "summary" questions, the name of the subject must be in the answer for it to be correct.  For example,  if the passage is about forest fires, the correct answer must have the words "forest" and "fires" in it.

Tone and Style Make A Come Back! 
With the reintroduction of short passages, the SAT is now recycling the question type about the author's attitude, style, or tone.  These questions are generally easy to narrow down to the correct answer or, at minimum, a reasonable guess.  In general, the author's attitude will always be descriptive, instructive, ironic, objective, optimistic, reflective, resigned, or satirical.  It will rarely be something very negative: despondent, cynical, apathetic, etc.  In general, the author's style or tone will be on the positive side except when the author is making what the College Board considers to be a politically correct statement or comment.  For the most part, however, words to look for are: objective, unbiased, analytical, and balanced.  Students should avoid answers that contain strong emotional words or extremes.

Line Number Questions

Line number questions will not be answered in the line(s) specified.  Students should consider the given line number(s) as a general area to search.  Two lines before and two lines after are a good rule of thumb.  Or, at minimum, the student should back up to a natural starting point like the beginning of a sentence or paragraph that contains the specified lines. 


Multiple-Guess questions (questions that contain the Statement I, II and III format) should be treated like a "true-false" exam.  Students should determine if each statement is true or false.  If, for example, it is determined that Statement I is true, then any answer choice that does not contain Statement I may be immediately eliminated.  The opposite is also true.  If Statement I was found to be false, any answer that contained Statement I is wrong.


Vocabulary questions should be handled like sentence completions.  The answer choices should be covered up and not looked at before reading the specified line in the passage.  The word in the sentence specified should be eliminated and treated as a blank in a sentence completion.  Students should remember that the definition of the word specified will, in general, not be the first "common" definition thought of by JAS.  Often, though, several of the answer choices will be synonyms of each other.  If this occurs, these answer choices can be eliminated.


THE PAIRED-PASSAGES

In general, there will be one set of "short" paired passages and one set of "long" paired passages in the SAT.   These will likely be presented in two different sections of the exam.  In this test, a good example of short paired passages is in Section 4.


The "paired-passages" critical reading section should be treated like two separate reading passages with a couple of general questions at the end.  The questions for the short paired passages may not be in order of Passage 1 questions first and Passage 2 questions last.  Whether the paired passages are short or long, the test-maker will often put the "time-bandit" question first.


See Section 4, Q. 9 for example of what we mean.  This question forces the untrained student to believe he/she must read both passages first.  In the meantime, other questions offer relatively simple, free points, that the student should be answering first.  In this set of paired passages, Q. 12 is the first question students should answer.  However, the superficial trap answer (A) will be taken by a lot of students.  The quotation marks in the second passage are obvious to the scan reading student.  The number of pronouns in the first passage should lead students to answer (E) almost immediately.

It is very important to stress to students that they should never attempt the questions in the order presented.


In order of importance, students should:


(1) Answer the vocabulary questions ("In line 17, ‘ ___’ most nearly means").


(2) Answer specific line number questions ("In line 35...").


(3) Answer specific lines questions (In lines 10-11...").


(4) Answer author's tone, style, attitude, questions.


(5) Answer "main idea, best title, major purpose" questions.


(6) Answer questions concerning both passages.

NOTE:  Some commercial books (i.e., Princeton Review) suggest that students consider omitting

              one or more of the critical reading passages if they are "aiming for a verbal  score of less

              than perfect."  We can't understand why a student would "aim" for any  specific score

              less than 800 in the critical reading area.  In our opinion, this advice is a "cop-out" that

              gives an already weak/frustrated/scared student the excuse he/she is looking for to not

              do the work.   In addition, this technique presupposes that the student will have

              answered all the other questions correctly.  Anybody besides us see a flaw in that?
 


REGULAR MATH TACTICS
Please stress the math review at the beginning of the SAT Student Bulletin.  It is the best thing a student can review quickly for the math sections of the exam.

TACTIC #23 - USE THE MNL

This test contains several MNL friendly questions.  Be sure to review a question before attempting to demonstrate it in class. See our “Answers and Explanations” for these specific MNL questions.

Section 2, Q. 2, Q. 5. Q. 14

Section 2, Q. 20 – This is a KQ, but certainly a good one for the MNL.

Section 9, Q. 8, 10, 11 – Be sure to ATQA!

TACTIC #24 - USE THE ANSWERS - Plug It In - The P-I Tactic

Section 2, Q. 3, Q. 11; Section 6, Q. 2, Q. 5; Section 9, Q. 1, Q. 4

TACTIC #25 - GEOMETRIC SHAPES

Section 2, Q. 6 – Put the facts on the figure.

Section 6, Q. 7 - Draw it!

TACTIC #26 – Eat The Sandwich, One Bite At A Time

Section 6, Q. 2, Q. 6

TACTIC #27 – Weird Symbols

Section 2, Q. 20 – While a HQ, this one can be done using the MNL and some careful attention to

                              what is going on in the question.  Read our explanation before demonstrating

                              in your class.

TACTIC #28 – Coordinate Geometry Questions

Section 6, Q. 7 – Good “thinking” question.

Slopes of Lines 

Section 6, Q. 13 – While this one is in the SPAs, it is a good example.  See the “A&E” for how it’s done.

TACTIC #29 – "Average" Questions

Section 2, Q.5 – This is a “average” question.

Section 6, Q.6 – This one is hard, but see A&E for explanation of how to do it.

TACTIC #30 – Function Questions

Section 2, Q. 16

TACTIC #31 – Absolute Values

Section 2, Q. 18 – A hard question.  But read our A&E if you use it in class.

TACTIC #32 – Statement Questions

Section 2, Q. 20 – This is a hard question.  We recommend you only use it as last resort.

Section 6, Q. 6 – This is a hard question.  Read A&E before using in class.

TACTIC #33 – Reasoning Questions

Section 2, Q. 6 

Section 6, Q. 6, Q. 8

TACTIC #34 – Triangles

Section 2, Q. 6, Q. 12


About “Time Bandits”

There are several “time bandit” questions in this sample test. Section 6, Q. 8  and Section 9, Q. 14 are good examples to show students. 

About Other Question Types

This test contains a couple of “recycled” math question types not used in SATs for a while.  One of these is in Section 6, Q. 18.  Read the A&E for this one.

The SPAs

TACTIC #35 - RELAX IN THE SPAs



This tactic is self-explanatory.

TACTIC #36 - SPA GRID RULES - This tactic is self-explanatory.


Note: You should work several SPAs so students can practice filling in the grids on

                       the answer page (located in the center of the student bulletin).

Note:  It is very likely that the level of some math questions on the SAT will be "over the heads" of some students.  The importance of understanding the "Power Test" format cannot be over-emphasized.  Students, who find math questions they cannot do, should immediately circle them in their test booklet, omit them, and move on!

Writing Skills

The Tactics in Writing Skills are self-explanatory.  Stress the following:

Improving Sentences – If an error is apparent, immediately mark out answer (A).  Don't even read it!  Plug in the remaining answers to see which best fits.  Only about 20% will be answer (A) – the same as "No error."

Identifying Sentence Errors – Immediately mark out anything underlined that is obviously

correct.  If  you are not sure, leave it your first time through the sentence.  If you have not

found a mistake, recheck subject-verb agreement, pronouns, prepositions, and comparison

 situations.

Only about 20% will be answer (E), "No error."  You should be very

careful about "triplets" and "four or more in a row" in this question type.

Improving Paragraphs – Most often, you will not need to read the passage to answers the questions.  On most IP questions, the lines concerning the question are reprinted in the question.


Be sure to review the answer pages with the students.  The answer page is 7 pages long and can be confusing to some students.  The SAT is 3 hours and 45 minutes in length.  With the breaks and filling in of paper work, a student will be at the testing site more than 4 hours.  Serious students need to be adequately rested, fed and hydrated before taking the SAT.

Our  “Tactical SAT Strategies Review Book” is set up to extensively practice for the SAT.  Please take advantage of this and assigned more work in it.

Please bring any typos or errors to our attention.   Thank you.






